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CLAIMS 

What is claimed is: 




Apparatus for processing an elastomeric article, comprising: 
an ^closure having a gas-fiUed interior; 

a suj^rt that supports the elastomeric article within the enclosure at an article 
support locatiOTK 

a source ofsa gaseous cleaning agent operable to introduce a gaseous flow of the 
gaseous cleaning agent into the interior of the enclosure to flow past the article support 
location and to contacMhe elastomeric article, the cleaning agent being operable to 
dislodge a particulate cimtaminant from the elastomeric article and entrain the 
particulate contaminant in tne gaseous flow as it passes by the elastomeric article; and 

an exhaust port positioned to receive the gaseous flow after it has passed by the 
elastomeric article. 



2. The apparatus of claim 1, further including 
^2 a particle counter that measures particles in the gaseous flow after it has passed 

p" by the elastomeric article. 



3. The appar^us oficlwim 1, wherein the support comprises 

a form that receives^he el-^omeric article thereon, and 

a source of gaseous pVessure to inflate the elastomeric article on the form. 



>n The apparatus of clai&fwherein the source of gaseous pressure is a 

pulsing source of gaseous pressure. 




The apparatus of claim 1, wherein the elastomeric article is a glove, and 
the support Ssmprises 

a rest upon which a person wearing the glove rests the arm so that the glove is 
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positioned at the article support location. 




The apparatus of claim 1, further including 
an elastomeric article in the form of a glove. 

The apparatus of claim 1, wherein the source of the gaseous cleaning 
agent comprises: 

a source of a vaporized cleaning material, and 

a w^eakly ionized plasma source disposed within the interior of the enclosure and 
proximate to the article support location to create a weakly ionized plasma in the 
ambient atmosphere adjacent to the article support location. 

^(^^C The apparatus of claim^5^w^erein the cleaning material comprises a 
material selected from the group consisting of ethylenediaminetetraacetate, isopropyl 
alcohol, oxalic acid, and hyd rogen peroxide . 

1 




The apparatus of claim 1, further including 
a microorganism sterilizer disposed within the interior of the enclosure and 
proximate to the article support location. 



liL Apparatus for processing an elastomeric article, comprising: 
an encfestirc having a gas-fiUed interior; 
a support that suppQits the elastomeric article within the enclosure at an article 
support location; 

a source of a gaseous cleaning ag&nt^perable to introduce a gaseous flow of the 
gaseous cleaning agent into the interior of the erteiqsure to flow past the article support 
location and to contact the elastomeric article, the cleaning agent being operable to 
dislodge a particulate contaminant from the elastomeric^^ai;ticle and entrain the 
particulate contaminant in the gaseous flow as it passes by the elastomeric article, 
wherein the source of the gaseous cleaning agent comprises 



• 
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ant 



lizer source of a vaporized cleaning material, and 
a wea*Ll^ ionized plasma source disposed within the interior of the 
enclosure and proximate^ the artictev^jipport location to create a weakly ionized 
plasma in the ambient atmos^re adjacent totfae article support location; 

an exhaust port positioneo^receive the ga^us flow after it has passed by the 
elastomeric article; and 

a particle counter that monitors^e particles in the ^^eous flow after it has 
passed by the elastomeric article. 



le^agparatus of claim yi 0, wMrein the article support comprises 
a form that receives the eTastgfeneric-an ^ thgceon, a nd 
a source of gaseous pressure tb^fiftetetlieelastomeric^tkj^ the form. 





l^x^^ The apparatus of claim 11, wherein the source of gaseous pressure is a 
pulsing source^of^ga^^ 

1 3 . The apparatus of cl^JivJ^further including 
an elastomeric article in the form of < 

r 

The apparatus of claim 1JS(^V the cleaning material comprises a 
material selected from the group consistiirjg of ethylenediaminetetraacetate, isopropyl 
alcohol, oxalic acid, and hydrogen peroxide. 

W. \ / The apparatus of claim 1)^ further including 

a nvcroorganism sterilizer disposbd within the interior of the enclosure and 
proximate ^o the article support location. 

.Apparatus for processing an elastomeric article, comprising: 
an ^closure having a gas-fiUed interior; 

a support that receives the elastomeric article thereon and supports the 
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elastomeric article within the enclosure at an article support location, wherein the article 

support comprises 

a form that receives the elastomeric article thereon, and 

a source of pulsing gaseous pressure to inflate the elastomeric article on 

the form; 

a source of a gaseous cleaning agent operable to introduce a gaseous flow of the 
gaseous cleaning agent into the interior of the enclosure to contact the elastomeric 
article, the cleaning agent being operable to dislodge a particulate contaminant from the 
elastomeric article and entrain the particulate contaminant in the gaseous flow as it 
passes by the elastomeric article, wherein the source of the gaseous cleaning agent 
comprises 

a nebulizer source of a vaporized cleaning material, and 
a weakly ionized plasma source disposed within the interior of the 
enclosure and proximate to the article support location to create a weakly ionized 
plasma in the ambient atmosphere adjacent to the article support location; 

an exhaust port positioned to receive the gaseous flow after it has passed by the 
elastomeric article; and 

a particle counter that monitors the particles in the gaseous flow after it has 
passed through the exhaust port. 

The apparatus of claim j^ofturthlpr including 
an elastomeric article in the form of a glove. 

material selected from the group consistmg of ethylenediaminetetraacetate, isopropyl 
alcohol, oxalic acid, and hydrogen peroxid^ 
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VThe apparatus of claim M further including 
a rAicroorganism sterilizer disposed within the interior of the enclosure and 
proximate to the article support location. 
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A method for processing an elastomeric article, comprising the step of 
pasM^ a gaseous flow of a gaseous cleaning agent to contact the elastomeric 
article positionea-^ol^ article support location, the cleaning agent being operable to 
dislodge a particulate\ontaminant from the elastomeric article and entrain the 
particulate contaminant in me gaseous flow as it passes by the elastomeric article, 
wherein the source of the gaseou^^aning agent comprises 

a nebulizer source of a valorized cleaning material, and 
a weakly ionized plasma sob^e disposed within the interior of the 
enclosure and proximate to the article support reiQation to create a weakly ionized 
plasma in the ambient atmosphere adjacent to the articlossupport location; and 

measuring the particulate content of the gaseous flow^ter it has passed by the 
elastomeric article. . ^ 

method of claim Including an additional step, after the step of 

measuring)iof 

correlating the measured particulate content with another quantity. 



